Vasoactive intestinal polypeptide secreting pancreatic tumour with hepatic metastases: long term survival after orthotopic liver transplantation.
VIPomas are rare neuroendocrine tumours, with metastases often confined to the liver. Orthotopic liver transplantation may be considered in patients with metastases confined to the liver, however the long term benefits have yet to be shown. To discuss the role of orthotopic liver transplantation for neuroendocrine tumours including VIPomas. We describe the case of a very rare pancreatic VIPoma, the therapeutic modalities employed, including orthotopic liver transplantation, and present the results of a relevant literature search. This case is the longest (25 years) reported in the literature for survival from a VIPoma after initial diagnosis and long term survival after liver transplantation (9 years). Liver transplantation for metastatic VIPomas confined to the liver may be justified in selected patients to provide symptomatic hormonal control and pain from tumour bulk, provided there is no extra hepatic disease and medical treatment has been exhausted.